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A Comparative Study of MOOCs and Distance Education on the Operating Mechanism
Yao Yuan, Han Xibin, Liu Yingqun & Cheng Jiangang
(Educational Technology Institute, Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

[Abstract JWith the rush of MOOCs, discussion on the relationship between MOOCs and distance education is heated gradually.
A comparative study of MOOCs and distance education on the operating mechanism is conducted. The study, with the comparison
analysis method, determines the selected comparative indicators, and chooses the representative organizations of MOOCs (Coursera ,
edX and Udacity) and typical bodies of distance education (the Open University of UK and the Open University of China) as
comparison objects. Then the characteristics of MOOCs and distance education are compared from the eight aspects of the overall
planning and design, teaching environment, resources construction, teacher development, student support services, educational
management and quality assurance, a cost—effective and profitable model and social recognition. The conclusion is that some new
ideas of the operating mechanism of MOOCs have affected the development of distance education, for example, MOOCs, with “famous
universities, best teachers and high—quality courses”, improves the influence of the courses; the operating way of MOOCs is “leading
universities affiliation, unified platform, unified production”; the operating body changes from educational organizations into
companies. However, MOOCs, whose quality only depends on the elite universities” reputation, lack effective learning support services
and complete tutoring system, so distance education with mature systems on these aspects can bring some inspirations to the further
development of MOOCs.

[Keywords ]IMOOCs; Distance education; Online education; Educational operating mechanism; Comparative study
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